Baptism or Blessing?

Bringing your child
for a
Christening
at Howe of Fife
Parish Church
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esus showed God’s
welcome to children on
several occasions. Once his
disciples turned away a group
of mothers with their children
when Jesus was teaching, but
he insisted that the children
were brought to him and he
blessed them. Once when the
disciples were arguing about
who was most important he
stood a child before them and
said that he was the most
important and that the disciples
should become like children to
please God. And once he went
to the home of a sick child and
brought her back from death.
ll children are a gift from
God and it is good to
celebrate and give thanks for
them. God welcomes and loves
all children and the Church,
God’s people, also welcomes
and loves all children and wants
to celebrate with you the life of
your child. That’s what a
“Christening” is for - to celebrate
God’s gift in the life of a child.
There are different ways to do it
and this leaflet explains what
they are.
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hen a child is born it is
natural to want to give
thanks to God and celebrate
the miracle. When a new family
is formed and new children
become part of your life. When
a family has begun to settle
down or the children are asking
questions about God and
where they came from. When a
baby is born with little hope of
life and you want to commit her
or him to God’s care. When you
feel it is the right time to give
thanks are some of the times
when it is right to come for a
Christening.
erhaps you have a family
tradition and a Christening
gown that is handed down
through generations. Perhaps
nobody in your family has ever
done this but you want to.
Perhaps you attend church
often. Perhaps you were last in
church as a child. It doesn’t
matter. All are welcome to
celebrate the life of their child, to
give thanks to God and to seek
God’s love and care for their
child or children.
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hristenings normally happen
as part of a church service
because they are celebrations
of God’s love as much as of
ours. Christenings are also a
great occasion for a party and
whatever happens in church
you will probably want to have
a party for family and friends,
but we hope they will come to
church too.
any people want to
arrange godparents for
their child(ren) and they can be
a great source of support to you
and your child in many
situations through life. In the
Church of Scotland tradition, the
whole congregation acts as
godparents to your child and
our promises are to provide a
welcome and loving care for
you and your family.
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here are two ways of
celebrating a “Christening”
the first is Baptism and the
second is Blessing. Both services
can be called Christening, but
there are a couple of important
differences. You should discuss
with the minister which is
appropriate for you.

lessing - is for everyone who
B
believes in God and wants
to thank God for their child(ren).
The promises in a service of
blessing are that you will
provide a loving home for your
child and teach them to live a
good life in sympathy with the
Christian faith. Blessing does not
include water, but does include
a blessing prayer and all the
other elements of baptism.

aptism - is for followers of
Jesus who are prepared to
commit themselves to the
Church. The promises in a
service of Baptism also include a
promise to take a part in the
church and to teach your child
about the Christian faith. Baptism
involves sprinkling the child’s
head with water as a sign of
Christ’s baptism, but also his
death and resurrection. Baptism
is a sign that this child is made
new in God and so baptism
should only be given once.
Baptism in the Church of
Scotland is valid in any other
Christian Church.

B

Information:
Minister:
Rev Bill Hunter
83 Church Street
Ladybank KY15 7ND
Tel: 01337 832717

Church Service
& Sunday School:
1st Sunday: Cults 10.00am
Collessie 11.30am
Other Sundays:
Kettle 10.00am

